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and accumulate wealth. Those who hold these views show little con-
cern for ethical principles. For the person who values ethical principles
and does not yield to avarice has a disciplined mind; he does not stray
from the right path, and influences others merely by his example. If
the individuals who constitute a nation do not observe moral principles
of conduct, how can the nation become moral? If we behave as we
choose and then point the accusing finger at an errant neighbour, how
can the result [of our actions] be good?
We thus see that money is no more than a means which may make
for happiness or misery. In the hands of a good man, it can be used for
cultivating land and raising crops. Cultivators will find contentment
in innocent labour and the nation will be happy. In the hands of bad
men, it is used for the production, say, of gun-powder, and bringing utter
ruin on the people. Both those who manufacture gun-powder and those
who fall victims to it suffer in consequence. We thus see that there is
no wealth besides life. That nation is wealthy which is moral. This
is not the time for self-indulgence. Everyone must work according to
his ability. As we saw in the illustrations earlier, _if one man remains
idle another has to labour twice as hard.1 This is at the root of the
starvation prevalent in England. There are men who do little useful
work themselves because of the wealth that has accumulated in their
hands, and so force others to labour for them. This kind of labour, be-
ing unproductive, is not beneficial to the workers. In consequence, the
national income suffers diminution. Though all men appear to be em-
ployed, we find on closer scrutiny that a large number are idle perforce.
Moreover, envy is aroused, discontent takes root and, in the end, the
rich and the poor, the employer and the workman violate the bounds of
decency [in their mutual relations]. As the cat and the mouse are al-
ways at variance with each other, so the rich and the poor, the employer
and the workman become hostile to one another, and man, ceasing to be
man, is reduced to the level of beasts.
CONCLUSION
Our summary of the great Ruskin's book is now concluded. Though
some may have been bored by it, we advise those who have read the
articles once to read them again. It will be too much to expect that all
the readers of Indian Opinion will ponder over them and act on them. But
even if a few readers make a careful study of the summary and grasp
the central idea, we shall deem our labour to have been amply rewarded.
Even if that does not happen, the reward [of labour], as RusMn says
in the last chapter, consists in -having done one's duty and that
should satisfy one.
I Y& "Sarvodaya [-VI]", pp. 303-4.